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Detective dies 


The victim 
‘A wonderful detective, father and friend? 
Police Commissioner Davis says 


The shooting 
Suiter is 309th homicide victim this year; 
almost $170,000 in rewards offered 


LLOYD FOX/BALTIMORE SUN 


From left, Baltimore police spokesman T.J. Smith, Commissioner Kevin Davis and Mayor Catherine Pugh make their way to a news confer- 
ence Thursday to announce that Detective Sean Suiter, an 18-year veteran of the department who was shot Wednesday, had died. 


Suiter recalled for smile, 


‘A great guy, and an even better detective? partner says 


By ALISON KNEZEVICH, 
JUSTIN FENTON AND KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


As a young patrolman assigned to the 
Harlem Park neighborhood of West Balti- 
more, Sean Suiter impressed his supervisor 
as a conscientious and poised officer who 
“operated beyond his years.” 

“The writing was on the wall early in his 


career that he was going to ascend the ranks 
in any path he chose,” said Maj. Martin 
Bartness, who was Suiter’s sergeant 15 years 
ago. 

On Wednesday, Suiter was back in 
Harlem Park — now 43 and a homicide 
detective, dressed in a suit and tie. Police say 
he was working a 2016 homicide case when 
aman shot him in the head. 

Suiter, an 18-year veteran of the depart- 


integrity 


ment, died shortly after noon Thursday. He 
leaves a wife and five children. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Davis called 
Suiter “a wonderful detective, husband, 
father and friend” 

“We remain dedicated and committed to 
finding the person who ended such a 
beautiful life” Davis said. “We will find the 
person responsible for this ridiculous, 
absurd, unnecessary loss of life.” 

Suiter’s colleagues remembered him 
See SUITER, page 8 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
AND KEVIN RECTOR 
The Baltimore Sun 


A veteran Baltimore detective tasked 
with solving murders became the city’s 
latest homicide victim Thursday, a day after 
he was shot in the head while investigating 
a killing in West Baltimore. 

Detective Sean Suiter, 43, died sur- 
rounded by his wife, five children and 
fellow officers at the Maryland Shock 
Trauma Center as the manhunt continued 
for his killer. By nightfall, authorities were 
offering rewards totaling nearly $170,000 
for information leading to his shooter’s 
capture. 

The 18-year veteran, who joined the 
police homicide unit two 
years ago to help combat 
the city’s historic surge in 
killings, is the 309th ho- 
micide victim in Balti- 
more this year. It’s the 
third straight year in 
which the city has suf- 
fered more than 300 
killings, a level that had 
not been seen since the 
1990s. 

“We will find the person responsible for 
this ridiculous, absurd, unnecessary loss of 
life” Police Commissioner Kevin Davis said. 
He implored citizens to help police “bring 
this heartless, ruthless, soulless killer to 
justice.” 

Suiter’s death stunned the department, in 
which he was well known and well liked. 
Doctors at the University of Maryland 
Shock Trauma Center found themselves 
trying to save the life of an officer they knew 
personally. 

“He was well respected,” Mayor Cather- 
ine Pugh said, “and he will be very sorely 
missed by everyone.” 

Suiter’s extended family arrived Thurs- 
day, some traveling from as far as Florida. 
Pugh spoke of his wife. 

“Pray for her, pray for their children — 
and pray for our city” she urged during a 
news conference outside the hospital. 

Police say Suiter was shot Wednesday 
afternoon in anotoriously violent section of 
the Harlem Park neighborhood of West 
Baltimore. An entire city block remained 
cordoned off Thursday morning as police 
scoured the area and police academy cadets 
knocked on doors in search of information. 

Pugh reiterated Thursday that crime in 
the city was “out of control.” 

Police say Suiter was in the neighbor- 
hood doing “followup” on a triple killing 
See DETECTIVE, page 8 


Sean Suiter 


House sets up holiday 
showdown over taxes 


By LISA MASCARO AND JIM PUZZANGHERA 


Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — House Republicans 
approved their sweeping tax-cut package 
Thursday, setting up a showdown with the 
Senate, where Republicans are struggling to 
win support for their own significantly 
different approach. 

Senate GOP leaders, after making some 
revisions earlier this week, are facing 
mounting dissent and criticism that their 
tax plan favors corporations and the 
wealthy. An analysis by Congress’ bipartisan 
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Hopkins research 
gets $65M boost 


Donald Trump 


RICE TRIAL: The question of whether Baltimore 
Police Lt. Brian Rice acted with reason or neglect 
while supervising the arrest of Freddie Gray was 
left Thursday to members of a police trial board 
who began deliberations after a four-day admin- 
istrative trial. NEWS PG 2 
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FRANKEN ACCUSED: Sen. Al Franken, D- 
Minn,, is accused of forcible kissing and groping 
by a Los Angeles radio show anchor. He 
apologizes and asks for a Senate ethics investiga- 
tion. NEWS PG 6 


tax experts on Thursday concluded that the Senate plan would 


raise taxes for some of the poorest Americans by 2021 
House Republicans had an easier time, passing their measure 
by a vote of 227-205, though 13 Republicans voted no. 
Republicans hope to send a compromise bill to Trump by 


Christmas. 


Democrats were unified against the plan, and the GOP 
defections came from lawmakers in the Northeast and 


See TAXES, page 14 
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Investment firm’s cash will bolster drug 
studies as government funding declines 


By ANDREA K. MCDANIELS AND MEREDITH COHN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Johns Hopkins University scientists will get a $65 million 
infusion of funding from a Wall Street investment firm that they 
hope will help bring more drugs and other medical treatments to 
market. 

The investment from New York-based Deerfield Management 
Co. comes as government funding for scientific research continues 
to decline and drug companies remain cautious about which 
studies they choose to invest in. Many funders want proof of a 
drug’s potential before they invest. 

Such an investment offers research institutions like Hopkins an 
alternative to funding basic scientific inquiry that traditionally has 
been funded by the federal government through the National 
Institutes of Health or the National Science Foundation. The 
Trump administration’s effort to cut both agency’s research 
See HOPKINS, page 14 
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Food donations will be collected at M&T Bank Stadium gates prior 
to the LIONS vs. RAVENS game on December 3. 
For more ways to donate, visit BALTIMORERAVENS.COM/FOODDRIVE 
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